
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 9, 2025 
 

MOCA UNVEILS 2026 EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 
 

2026 highlights include the West Coast premieres of WAR SONGS by Diane Severin Nguyen and a survey of Michael Asher’s 
influential works; the U.S. debut of Haegue Yang’s immersive installation Star-Crossed Rendezvous in March 2026; the 
inaugural Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize presentations by Cecilia Vicuña and Julian Charrière in 

November 2026 
 

MONUMENTS, the critically-acclaimed exhibition co-presented with The Brick,  
continues through May 3, 2026 

 
Afterlives: Japanese American Artists and the Postwar Era, a sweeping exploration of transpacific modernisms, debuts in 

February 2027 
 

 
Michael Asher, The Temporary Contemporary, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California, USA, In Context, 
November 1983–July 1985. Sign with inscription “The Michael Asher Lobby” installed in the lobby of the museum. Photograph by Michael 
Asher. Michael Asher Archive, © Michael Asher Foundation. 
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Los Angeles, CA—Presenting an expansive slate of exhibitions across both of its venues, The Museum of Contemporary Art 
(MOCA) is pleased to announce its forthcoming exhibition schedule and invites audiences to experience bold commissions, 
landmark collaborations, and collection-focused presentations that illuminate the ideas shaping contemporary art today. 
Together, the exhibitions traverse performance, environmental inquiry, global modernisms, and the museum’s own evolving 
history—offering fresh perspectives, immersive experiences, and new opportunities for reflection and dialogue.  
 
Praised by Los Angeles Times as “the most significant show in an American art museum right now,” MONUMENTS continues 
at The Geffen Contemporary and The Brick through May 3, 2026. This landmark exhibition reflects on the histories and 
legacies of post-Civil War America as they continue to resonate today, bringing together a selection of decommissioned 
monuments, many of which are Confederate, with contemporary artworks borrowed and newly created for the occasion. 
 
At WAREHOUSE at The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA, MOCA Focus: Diane Severin Nguyen (February 27–March 1, 2026) 
presents the West Coast premiere of the artist’s new performance WAR SONGS, a live project that reimagines anti–Vietnam 
War protest music to examine how the aesthetics of past resistance movements shape identity, power, and cultural memory 
today. 
 
At MOCA Grand Avenue, Haegue Yang: Star-Crossed Rendezvous (February 24–August 2, 2026) unfolds over two distinct 
presentations: the U.S. debut of the sprawling installation Star-Crossed Rendezvous after Yun at MOCA Grand Avenue 
(February 24–August 2, 2026) and a special one-evening, free concert of the late composer Isang Yun’s Double Concerto 
(1977) by the LA Philharmonic on March 10, 2026 at the Walt Disney Concert Hall. Michael Asher (February 24–August 2, 
2026) offers a focused survey of the artist’s influential site-specific and conceptual work, presenting twenty projects through 
material components, documentation, and an accompanying guide, alongside a selection of Asher’s gifts to MOCA that 
underscore his lasting impact on the museum’s history. 
 
Two collection installations are presented at MOCA Grand Avenue, including Good on Paper: Works from the Gene J. and 
Betye M. Burton Acquisitions Endowment (February 24–August 2, 2026) which highlights the depth of MOCA’s works-on-
paper collection while honoring the Burton family’s visionary support and enduring impact on the museum’s history; and 
Selections from the Collection (April 26–September 20, 2026) brings together works from the 1940s to the 1970s—including 
key collection highlights and recent acquisitions by artists such as Mark Rothko, Luchita Hurtado, Piet Mondrian, and Betye 
Saar—to showcase MOCA’s extraordinary historical depth, global perspective, and enduring commitment to artistic 
experimentation. 
 
The inaugural Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize exhibitions (November 15, 2026–June 6, 206) present 
newly commissioned projects by Cecilia Vicuña, whose multi-phase Quipu of Encounters: The Dream of Water engages 
communities in Chile and Los Angeles around shared water crises, and Julian Charrière, whose immersive environments 
explore the fragility and resilience of planetary water systems—together reflecting the Prize’s commitment to artists working 
at the vital intersections of art, climate, and environmental justice, at MOCA Grand Avenue. 
 
Following MONUMENTS, at The Geffen Contemporary, MOCA presents a dynamic selection of works that trace four decades 
of the museum’s visionary collecting. MOCA’s Collection at the Geffen (August 2, 2026–March 7, 2027) highlighting the 
historical depth, curatorial innovation, and Los Angeles–driven perspectives that have shaped MOCA’s evolving relationship 
to contemporary art. 
 
Looking ahead to 2027, Afterlives: Japanese American Artists and the Postwar Era (February 28–September 12, 2027) 
examines how a generation of Japanese American artists, photographers, and architects transformed their practices in the 
aftermath of wartime incarceration, foregrounding transpacific influences and challenging nationalist narratives of postwar 
modernism. 
 
Ann Goldstein, Interim Maurice Marciano Director of MOCA, stated: “Our upcoming season demonstrates the extraordinary 
range of voices and ideas that define MOCA today—from Diane Severin Nguyen’s powerful West Coast premiere at 
WAREHOUSE to Haegue Yang’s immersive installation and our focused survey of Michael Asher’s groundbreaking practice. 
Alongside these projects, our collection exhibitions highlight both the profound depth of MOCA’s holdings and the visionary 
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generosity that built them. We are proud to present a broad range of dynamic projects that span performance, 
environmental justice, global modernisms, and the evolving stories of our own renowned and singular collection of 
contemporary art. Together with the acclaimed MONUMENTS exhibition, MOCA’s upcoming year demonstrates our 
steadfast commitment to audacious programming that fosters broader understanding of the most significant art and issues 
of our time.” 
 
Clara Kim, MOCA’s Chief Curator & Director of Curatorial Affairs, adds: “Our forthcoming exhibitions—and the collection 
presentations that accompany them—demonstrate how contemporary art can bridge geographies, connect histories, and 
illuminate the issues that resonate in society today. At MOCA, we strive to foster a dialogue that is both rooted in Los 
Angeles and reverberates globally. With the Schmidt Prize commissions, Cecilia Vicuña and Julian Charrière offer urgent 
meditations on water, climate, and collective responsibility and Afterlives brings necessary visibility on artistic practices 
shaped by displacement and resilience during the postwar era, and a diasporic lens on the formation of postwar 
modernisms.”  
 
Continuing into 2026 at MOCA Grand Avenue, Fictions of Display (through January 4, 2026) reimagines the relationship 
between theater, performance, and visual art through Claes Oldenburg’s The Store and works from the collection; Diary of 
Flowers: Artists and their Worlds (through March 1, 2026) offers a sweeping exploration of how artists construct personal 
and collective worlds across geographies and generations.  
 
Through its 2026 and 2027 exhibitions, MOCA continues to foster critical reflection, spark meaningful dialogue, and deepen 
engagement with contemporary art’s evolving role in shaping culture and society. 
 
SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS 
 

 
Diane Severin Nguyen, WAR SONGS (2025/2026), November 3, 2025, New York. Courtesy of The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los 
Angeles (MOCA) and Performa. Photo by Emmie America. 



 
MOCA UNVEILS 2026 EXHBITION SCHEDULE 
Page 4 of 13 
  

 

 
MOCA Focus: Diane Severin Nguyen 
WAREHOUSE at The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 
February 27, 2026, 7:30pm 
February 28, 2026, 7:30pm 
March 1, 2026, 6:00pm 
 
MOCA Focus: Diane Severin Nguyen features the West Coast premiere of the artist’s’s new performance, WAR SONGS 
(2025/2026). 
 
California-born, New York-based artist Diane Severin Nguyen (b. 1991, Carson, CA; lives in New York), together with Music 
Director Laszlo Horvath and a cast of ten performers, examines how images and media shape identity, power, and history in 
her first live performance project. Debuting at Performa Biennial 2025 in New York, the performance adopts the format of an 
anti-Vietnam war concert, reinterpreting protest music to examine how the aesthetic forms of past resistance movements 
generate cultural afterlives that continue to shape our contemporary moment. 
 
By reworking iconic anti-war anthems and populist folk songs, Nguyen refracts the sound of past resistance through the 
contemporary zeitgeist, questioning how nostalgia shapes current ideas of freedom, purity, and collective struggle. In 
addition to the formation of an art band and a live performance, this project includes a monographic catalogue offering a 
multifaceted exploration of music and cultural memory.  
 
Diane Severin Nguyen 
WAR SONGS, 2025/2026 
With Laszlo Horvath, Brock Bierly, Sharleen Chidiac, Keizo Fish, Leah Hennessey, Rachel Jihye Han, Liana Kurogi, Jurrell Lewis, 
Kara Lu, Emily Nunes, and Van To 
Commissioned by Performa with The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles 
 
MOCA Focus: Diane Severin Nguyen is organized by Alex Sloane, Associate Curator, with Emilia Nicholson-Fajardo, Curatorial 
Assistant, and is produced by Amelia Charter, Producer of Performance and Programs with Michele Huizar, former 
Performance Associate, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
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Haegue Yang, Star-Crossed Rendezvous after Yun, 2024, aluminum venetian blinds, powder-coated aluminum hanging structure, steel wire 
rope, moving spotlights, DMX controller, speaker, tripod. 400 x 530 x 1274 cm. Courtesy of the artist. Installation view of Leap Year, 
Hayward Gallery, London, United Kingdom, 2024. Photo by Mark Blower. 

 
Haegue Yang: Star-Crossed Rendezvous 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
February 24, 2026 - August 2, 2026 
 
A unique collaboration between MOCA and the Los Angeles Philharmonic, this presentation brings together the work of the 
internationally acclaimed visual artist Haegue Yang (b. 1971, Seoul) and her interest in and engagement with the 
experimental composer Isang Yun (1917-1995). Yang is celebrated for her distinctive abstract visual language, often 
articulated through structures made of venetian blinds and accompanied by choreographed sequences of light and 
movement that create heightened sensory experiences.  
 
Over the last decade, she has devoted herself to extensive archival and artistic research on the musical legacy and political 
inheritance of Isang Yun, a pioneering avant-garde composer whose artistic evolution as a transnational, diasporic figure 
unfolded amid the major political upheavals of the twentieth century. The sprawling installation Star-Crossed Rendezvous 
after Yun (2024) marks a major breakthrough in this sustained engagement. The institutional collaboration unfolds over two 
distinct presentations: an exhibition featuring aStar-Crossed Rendezvous after Yun (2024) at MOCA Grand Avenue, for its U.S. 
debut; and a concert at the Walt Disney Concert Hall for a special one evening performance of Yun’s Double Concerto (1977) 
by the LA Philharmonic on March 10, 2026. This project bridges two distinguished cultural organizations and their unique 
architectural sites, connecting them through time and space in an immersive sonic and visual experience. 
 
Prior to this special joint presentation, Yang and MOCA organized a day-long symposium Star-Crossed Rendezvous: The 
Musical Legacy of Isang Yun, gathering leading musicologists, composers and historians on November 22, 2025 at the 

https://www.moca.org/program/star-crossed-rendezvous-symposium
https://www.moca.org/program/star-crossed-rendezvous-symposium
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Ahmanson Auditorium in MOCA Grand Avenue. This event marks the first academic convening devoted to Yun in North 
America, a testament to his overlooked status outside of German and Korean academic circles.  
 
Haegue Yang: Star-Crossed Rendezvous is organized by Paula Kroll, Assistant Curator, with Clara Kim, Chief Curator & 
Director of Curatorial Affairs, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 

 
Michael Asher, MAK Center for Art and Architecture, West Hollywood, California, USA, How Many Billboards? Art in Stead, February 8–
June 30, 2010. Billboard designed by Michael Asher, located on Glendale Boulevard. Courtesy of the MAK Center / Photograph by Gerard 
Smulevich. Michael Asher Archive, © Michael Asher Foundation. 
 

Michael Asher 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
February 24, 2026 - August 2, 2026 
 
Over a career spanning six decades, Michael Asher (1943–2012) played a pivotal role in developing conceptual art through 
site-specific interventions that made their surrounding context the active content of his work. Asher’s interrogations of these 
sites reveal the many ways art can critique and make visible the often unseen social, economic, and institutional structures 
that underpin the subjects it addresses.  
 
This focused survey, first exhibited at Artists Space, New York, presents twenty works via their material elements, 
documentation, and an accompanying exhibition guide. In conjunction with the exhibition, MOCA will also present a 
selection of works from the permanent collection gifted to the museum by Asher, underscoring his enduring impact on the 
institution’s history. 
 
While many of Asher’s projects left no trace, “fragments” exist for some, including distributed objects (household items, 
games, clothing, maps, and postcards) that were designed to circulate publicly. His practice also employed a broad range of 
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20th-century media and utilized their conventions of production and distribution—including film, television, radio, 
magazines, publications, advertising, and graphic identities. Among his many engagements with institutions, Asher 
intervened in branding and signage, patronage, as well as educational and curatorial responsibilities.  
 
Produced for a specific time and place, Asher’s work intrinsically questions both the possibility and value of retrospective 
display. This exhibition draws on documentation and other resources from the artist’s extensive archive, alongside loans 
from friends and peers. While much of Asher’s work cannot be reconstituted, his wide-reaching methods and models offer 
pathways for understanding art’s relationship with broader systems of meaning. 
 
Michael Asher is organized by Artists Space, New York and curated by Jay Sanders and Stella Cilman. The Los Angeles 
presentation is organized by José Luis Blondet, Senior Curator, with Emilia Nicholson-Fajardo, Curatorial Assistant, The 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 

 
Ree Morton, Too Beautiful (Run from the Infatuated River... too Bewildered to Escape), 1975, crayon, graphite, and watercolor on shaped 
paper, 29 3/4 x 41 1/2 in. (75.57 x 105.41 cm). The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, purchased with funds provided by The 
Gene J. and Betye M. Burton Acquisitions Endowment. © Estate of Ree Morton. 

 
Good on Paper: Works from the Gene J. and Betye M. Burton Acquisitions Endowment 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
February 24, 2026 - August 2, 2026 
 
Founded in 1992, the Gene J. and Betye M. Burton Acquisitions Endowment, dedicated exclusively to the acquisition of 
works on paper, has been integral to the development of MOCA’s collection. This unique and enduring gift was rooted in the 
belief that works on paper can and should be seen as independent, ambitious works of art in their own right. Today, it 
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encompasses pastels, collages, graphite drawings, prints, and watercolors by artists including Lee Bontecou, John Cage, 
Cynthia Hawkins, Kahlil Robert Irving, Barry Le Va, Lee Lozano, Ree Morton, Nancy Rubins, Joey Terrill, and Hannah Wilke. 
Good on Paper not only provides insight into the centrality of drawing to contemporary art, it also pays tribute to the Burton 
Family, who have played a key role at MOCA since the very beginning, contributing extraordinary insight, energy, and 
support to virtually every aspect of the museum’s life. 
 
Good on Paper: Works from the Gene J. and Betye M. Burton Acquisitions Endowment is organized by Anna Katz, Senior 
Curator, with Ariana Rizo, Curatorial Assistant, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 

 
Betye Saar, Gris-Gris Box, 1972, mixed media assemblage, 29 × 8 1/2 × 2 3/4 in. (73.66 × 21.59 × 6.99 cm). The Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles, purchase with funds provided by the Acquisition and Collection Committee. © Betye Saar. Courtesy of the artist and 
Roberts Projects, Los Angeles, California. 
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Selections from the Collection 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
April 26, 2026 - September 20, 2026 
 
Drawing from MOCA’s world-renowned, ever-growing collection of over 8,000 objects, this exhibition focuses on artworks 
dating from the 1940s to the 1970s and demonstrates the collection’s historical depth, commitment to artistic 
experimentation, and global awareness. Featuring recent acquisitions alongside beloved artworks that have long been 
mainstays of MOCA’s collection, highlights include a gallery dedicated to the abstract expressionist canvasses of Mark 
Rothko, an oil by Luchita Hurtado from the artist’s 'I Am' series that belongs to the Mohn Art Collective, as well as paintings, 
sculptures, and work in all media by figures including Piet Mondrian, On Kawara, Robert Rauschenberg, Betye Saar, and Anne 
Truitt, among others. Selections from the Collection provides insight into art practice in the decades immediately preceding 
MOCA’s founding in 1979 and an outlook informed by the diverse cultures of Los Angeles. 
 
Selections from the Collection is organized by Anna Katz, Senior Curator, with Ariana Rizo, Curatorial Assistant, The Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 

 
Vito Acconci, Under-History Lessons, 1987. Cinderblocks, stools, planks, light, audio. 18 x 120 x 192 in. (45.7 x 304.8 x 487.7 cm).  The 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles Purchase with funds provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a Federal agency, and 
The Broad Art Foundation 
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MOCA’s Collection at the Geffen 
The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 
August 2, 2026 - March 7, 2026 
 
Drawn from MOCA’s renowned Collection, this exhibition highlights works from the 1960s to the present with an emphasis 
on installation, scale, and media works. Featuring a wide range of artists long- and newly-connected to MOCA, this exhibition 
highlights artworks that capture the diversity and foresight of MOCA’s collecting over four decades, reflecting the 
collection’s historical depth, recent experimentation, global awareness, and perspective shaped by Los Angeles.  
 
MOCA’s Collection at the Geffen is organized by Ann Goldstein, Interim Maurice Marciano Director, and Bennett Simpson, 
Senior Curator, with Emilia Nicholson-Fajardo, Curatorial Assistant, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 

 
Cecilia Vicuña, Quipu de Encuentros Juncal-Aconcagua, 2024, ritual performance, video still. Aconcagua Valley, Chile. Photo: Nicolas 
Amaro. Courtesy of the artist. © 2025 Cecilia Vicuña 

 
Cecilia Vicũna 
Quipu of Encounters: The Dream of Water 
Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize 
 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
November 15, 2026 - June 6, 2027 
 
As an inaugural recipient of the Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize, New York-based Chilean artist Cecilia 
Vicuña debuts a newly commissioned project at MOCA. 
 
Titled Quipu of Encounters: The Dream of Water, the work is the latest in Vicuña’s series of collective actions developed with 
the participation of communities and publics, in both museums and natural sites, that she has created around the world 
since the 1960s. Quipu comes from the Quechua word for “knot,” and this multi-phase, collaborative “quipu of encounters" 
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will engage local artists, youth, scientists, and Indigenous water defenders in Chile and in Los Angeles in poetic and political 
exchanges that confront the ongoing water crises unfolding in each region.  
 
The project culminates in a ritual quipu assembly facilitated by Vicuña in Los Angeles, weaving together the struggles for 
water preservation in Chile and Los Angeles and building coalitions across geographies and beyond national borders. This 
exhibition also presents documentation in the form of writings, images, oral histories, field recordings, and other 
experimental forms of the collective events taking place in Chile, and is accompanied by a publication. 
 
Quipu of Encounters: The Dream of Water is organized by Anna Katz, Senior Curator, with Ariana Rizo, Curatorial Assistant, 
The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 
The Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize is a juried award supporting artists whose practices engage critical 
intersections of art, architecture, design, climate, conservation, sustainability, and environmental justice. 
 

 
Julian Charrière, Midnight Zone (still), 2024, 4K video, 16:10 aspect ratio, 3D ambisonic soundscape, 56 min., continuous video loop © 
2025 ProLitteris, Zürich; Copyright the artist 

 
Julian Charrière 
Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
November 15, 2026 - June 6, 2027 
 
For the inaugural Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize exhibition at MOCA, Julian Charrière (b. 1987, Morges, 
Switzerland; lives in Berlin) will debut a new commission as well as recent work devoted to the fragility and resilience of 
planetary water systems. A juried award that supports artists whose practices engage critical intersections of art, 
architecture, design, climate, conservation, sustainability, and environmental justice, the Schmidt Prize exhibition marks 
Charrière’s first museum presentation in Los Angeles. Expanding on his interdisciplinary practice, this exhibition features 
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immersive environments that explore humanity’s evolving relationship with the planet, inviting audiences to reflect on the 
urgent realities of climate change and environmental degradation while meditating on nature’s powerful, raw beauty.  
 
Julian Charrière is organized by Paula Kroll, Assistant Curator, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 
The Eric and Wendy Schmidt Environment and Art Prize is a juried award supporting artists whose practices engage critical 
intersections of art, architecture, design, climate, conservation, sustainability, and environmental justice. 
 
Coming up in 2027: 
 

 
Chiura Obata, Topaz War Relocation Center by Moonlight, 1943, Watercolor. From the Utah Museum of Fine Arts  
Permanent Collection, Gift of the Estate of Chiura Obata 

 
Afterlives: Japanese American Artists and the Postwar Era 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
February 28, 2027 - September 12, 2027 
 
An expansive, scholarly exhibition, Afterlives: Japanese American Artists and the Postwar Era considers the work produced 
by a generation of Japanese American artists, photographers, and architects whose lives were disrupted by Executive Order 
9066 which led to the forced removal and internment of 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry, many of them American 
citizens, from the West Coast of the United States during World War II. The exhibition considers their work in the wake of 
incarceration as a form of survival, resistance and inspiration. While this injustice is a fundamentally U.S. story tied to 
questions of identity and belonging, the exhibition aims to draw out transpacific connections, influences and exchanges, 
tracing the afterlives of these histories. 
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By centering the work of Japanese American practitioners in a global conversation about the development of modernism 
during the mid-20th century, Afterlives: Japanese American Artists and the Postwar Era aims to unsettle the prevailing 
nationalist narratives of postwar art history, foregrounding formal, material, philosophical, and conceptual relationships. 
Focusing on artists whose practices disobey the presumed boundaries between form and function, community and studio, 
place and culture, the exhibition furthers a burgeoning global conversation that expands and offers a framework for 
consideration of contemporary artistic practices. 
 
Afterlives: Japanese American Artists and the Postwar Era is organized by Clara Kim, Chief Curator & Director of Curatorial 
Affairs, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, and Kris Kuramitsu, Guest Curator, with Ariana Rizo, Curatorial 
Assistant, The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles. 
 
Continuing into 2026: 
MOCA Focus: Takako Yamaguchi 
Fictions of Display 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
until January 4, 2026 
 
Diary of Flowers: Artists and their Worlds 
MOCA Grand Avenue 
until March 1, 2026 
 
MONUMENTS  
The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA and The Brick  
until May 3, 2026 
 
THE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
About MOCA:  Founded in 1979, MOCA is the defining museum of contemporary art. In a relatively short period of time, 
MOCA has achieved astonishing growth; a world-class collection of nearly 8,000 objects, international in scope with deep 
holdings in Los Angeles art; hallmark education programs that are widely emulated; award-winning publications that present 
original scholarship; groundbreaking monographic, touring, and thematic exhibitions of international repute that survey the 
art of our time; and cutting-edge engagement with modes of new media production. MOCA is a not-for-profit institution that 
relies on a variety of funding sources for its activities. 
More Information: For 24-hour information on current exhibitions, education programs, and special events, call 213/626-
6222 or access MOCA online at moca.org. 
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