
Family 
Guide
MOCA Grand Avenue
With Pleasure: Pattern and  
Decoration in American Art  
1972–1985



Use this guide to explore 
artworks in MOCA’s collection!

Look: 
     • Zoom in and out to look at the  
        artworks  closely. 

Have discussions: 
     •  What do you notice? 
     •  Share and discuss with others at home.
     •  We learn more about art when we look  
         and discuss together.

Print this guide at home and draw, 
sketch, or doodle!

Let’s get started!#MuseumfromHome



Joyce Kozloff, Negating the Negative (An Answer to Ad Reinhardt’s On Negation), 1976  and On Affirmation, 1976.



Artist Joyce Kozloff, along with other Pattern and Decoration artists, wanted to create art 
that could be described by words she uses here: “romantic”, “whimsical”, and “joyful.” She 
wrote this in response to another artist, Ad Reinhardt, who made some famous paintings that 
were totally black. He used the words “pure,” “colorless,” “cold,” and others to describe his 
own artwork. 

Take a moment to read this artwork. 

What is going on here? Do you agree?  
Why or why not?

Activity: 
Think about what you are against—or what you are “anti”—
and write it in the section below called “On Negation.” Then 
write what you are for in the section labeled “On Affirmation.” 
(Negation is when you say “no” to something and affirmation 
is when you say “yes.”)

Joyce Kozloff 
Negating the 
Negative (An 
Answer to Ad 
Reinhardt’s ‘On 
Negation’),
On Affirmation, 
1976
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